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plating Spain, he said, " such as our ancestors had
known her, I resolved that if France had Spain it
should not be Spain with the Indies. I called the
New World into existence to redress the balance of
the Old."

This was exactly what Canning had done. The
famous Monroe doctrine which has sometimes been
criticised very flippantly and very ignorantly in this
country, was, in fact, the inspiration of George
Canning. When Canning said that he had called the
New World into existence to redress -the balance of
the Old, he was speaking not merely of the South
American Colonies ; he had also in his mind the
great Republic of the United States. Canning had
represented to President Monroe that it would be of
immense advantage to the purposes of England and to
the peace of the world if the United States were to
announce a policy which repudiated the right of any
European State to set up a Monarchical Government
in any part of America without the consent of the
inhabitants who were to be subjected to that Govern-
ment. President Monroe welcomed the idea, and
proclaimed the doctrine that America could not look
on with indifference when a foreign Sovereign
endeavoured to set up a kingdom of his own on
American soil without the consent of the population.
So curiously misunderstood has been this Monroe
doctrine that writers have often asked in this
country why the United States do not attempt to
apply the principle to British Canada, and why they
did not apply it to the Empire of Brazil. One
might have thought the explanation obvious. When